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The squire was at a stroke the most diabolical of demagogues. The reductio ad dbsurdum was completed. "We have got," he said, "to show the world that democracy will work and that it can govern an Empire/' This grotesque commitment to the most insane and inefficient form of Government must be judged in years to come. An organised system of compromise and mediocrity will always be avenged. Democracy had already made the best of Englishmen perform unwittingly the antics of a flunkey.
The lesson of these days was clear.  Mr. Baldwin, forced on a mode of life, had not the temperament to stay the journey.   His sense of right and wrong, his character and feelings were bound to militate against the calling of a present day Prime Minister.   The man who sits to-day at the Privy Council is a happier person.  He is a man of conscience, whereas only a man who is master of his conscience can keep the grand manner in the low game.   The Lloyd George can play the demagogue and not lose power; the Asquith can debase himself because he is intellectual master of the whole philosophy of self-debasement.  To that type cringing to  democracy is an affirmative and intellectual act, to the Tory leader it was negative and sentimental. The plain honest man will win respect, he is bound to lose himself amidst a world of charlatans.   Mr. Baldwin must have felt the humbug when he said in 1929, "I am leader of a united party."   It was united since for five years its leader had not expressed an opinion on political principle, and every individual member held his own.  That mentally undisciplined horde would not have obeyed an order on a point of principle; its unity would have quickly disappeared in argument.
It seems clear that if a man wants to be simple he tnnsfc be strong; only the strong man can be simple. A subtle personality can play at party politics and a powerful personality can lead a party. A man who would take a simple line must be a moulder and not a slave of public opinioA Circumstances are the bar to honest courses and only great